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Figure 1 Household estimates and number of dwellings for Scotland, 2001 to 2023. Source: National Records of 

Scotland (2023) Households and Dwellings in Scotland, 2023. 
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Table 1 Change in estimated number of households and number of dwellings, by country and area, 2011 to 2022. 
Source: National Records of Scotland (2023) Households and Dwellings in Scotland, 2023. 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/households/household-estimates/2023




Figure 2 Estimated stock of dwellings by tenure: 1981 to 2022. Source: Scottish Government (2024) Housing 
Statistics 2022 & 2023: Key Trends Summary. Note that caution is needed when making comparisons with 
previous years for 2020 and 2021 data points for private rented and owner occupied due to changes in 

methodology for the Scottish Household Survey due to the pandemic period. 
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Figure 3 Housing affordability ratio for average household income and average house prices, Scotland, 2004 to 
2023. Source: Office of National Statistics, Housing Affordability, UK: 2022, with 2022/23 Altair estimate based on 
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Registers of Scotland median residential property sale and equivalised income for Scotland in year ending 2023 
based on change in average UK median equivalised household disposable income. 

Figure 4 Net annual household income by tenure, 2022. Source: Scottish Government (2023) Scottish Household 
Survey 2022, Table 1.15 
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Figure 5 Affordability issues of households by tenure, 2022. Source: Scottish Government (2023) Scottish 
Household Survey 2022, Tables 1.16 and 1.21. 
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Figure 6 Overcrowding, homes requiring adaptation and extensive disrepair by tenure, 2022. Source: Scottish 
Government (2023) Scottish Household Survey and Scottish Housing Conditions Survey 2022. 
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Figure 7 Social sector starts and completions, year to end June 2009 to year to end June 2024. Source: Scottish 
Government (2024) Housing Statistics for Scotland Quarterly Update: New Housebuilding and Affordable 
Housing Supply to end June 2024. Note that figures for housing association starts prior to April 2018 are based 
on approvals rather than starts. 
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Figure 8 Housing list application numbers by whether waiting list or transfer list, Scotland, 2001-2023. Source: 
Scottish Government Statistics, Housing Lists – note that following housing stock transfers, figures for Glasgow 
are excluded from 2003, Dumfries & Galloway, and Scottish Borders from 2004, Eilean Siar and Argyll & Bute 
from 2007, and Inverclyde from 2008. Note that at the time of writing there was a discrepancy between transfer 
list figures in the Housing statistics: Management of local authority housing and the Housing Lists webtool. The 
Scottish Government advised using the Housing Lists webtool data, which is lower than the Housing Lists 
download on the Housing statistics: Management of local authority housing webpage and means the waiting list 
and transfer list figures do not equal the total number of applicants. 

 
 

 

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000
A

p
p

lic
at

io
n

 c
o

u
n

t

Year (as at 31 March)

Total Transfer list Waiting list

https://statistics.gov.scot/data/housing-lists
https://www.gov.scot/publications/housing-statistics-management-of-local-authority-housing/
https://statistics.gov.scot/data/housing-lists
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-household-survey-2022-key-findings/pages/3/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-household-survey-2022-key-findings/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-household-survey-2022-key-findings/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-household-survey-2022-key-findings/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-household-survey-2022-key-findings/documents/


Table 2 The main reason for households being on a housing list, 2016 - 2022, Scotland. Source: Scottish 
Government (2023) Scottish Household Survey, Table 1.59 



Table 3 Length of time household has been on housing list, Scotland, 2022 - all households and rented tenure. 
Source: Scottish Government (2023) Scottish Household Survey, 2022. Tables 1.57 and 1.58 
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Figure 9 Lets to social housing (excluding mutual exchange) by source of let and landlord. Source: Scottish 
Housing Regulator Charter Data for 2023/24, C2.1-C2.7 (RSL) and C2.1-C2.6 (LA) 
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